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As soon as I heard about The New Digital School, based in Porto, a
new challenge appeared in my life: to enter the school and lead my
design education there. My Motivational Task would be highly
focused on me as a person, my beliefs and what my journey in
design has been like in the previous year.

ABSORB
I named my Motivational Task ABSORB. This previous year has been

full of experiences. Going full steam ahead in pursuing design made
it clear for me that those experiences would become what I wanted
them to become. Everything depends on how much you absorb
from each situation.

. GOA2S + CONTENT
Being accepted in the school and get the Fresh Start schoolarship.
That was my goal. As I previously stated, I organized the Motivational
Task to focus on who the heck is João, why is he choosing TNDS and
what has he been doing. I did so because I believe that is the core
content for entrance.

Name's ﬁrst, right? That is probably the
most human and empathic way to start a
presentation. After all, that's what the
application was all about.
This school makes sense to me in a very
speciﬁc way. That's something of
extreme importance to point out. I
could've applied somewhere else, but I
did not.
My adventure until here can tell a lot
about me. Challenges feed my curiosity
and the latter allows me to pursue more
challenges. That's what I've been doing in
the previous year.

. CONTENT CREATION
I de nitely have to thank a lot of people for their patience while
reviewing my Motivational Task. I set a simple Google Docs
document and got started. After the rst draft, I invited friends,
teachers, mentors, designers and other people I've worked with to
review it.
Feedback led me to improvements concerning language, content
strucutre and the overall message.

. I22USTRATIONS
Before moving to a more concrete design of the application, I
decided to develop more of the identity of ABSORB. The application
was a very personal one - and that was what I was aiming for - so I
knew from the start that illustrations would have to represent that
sense of uniqueness and humanity.
The application would be presented in a digital environment. I was
applying for a school with digital at its core. But I gured that maybe
the application is the place to disrupt the digital dogma and
represent all my work and beliefs in a more one-to-one way.

Me facing the world

Me in Mercado de Matosinhos, where the school is located

Me facing a whiteboard

Me on The New Digital School's website

Illustrations are not composed of straight digital-perfect lines. Color
does not entirely ll the frames of the drawings, and such water
eﬀect represents the incosistency, excitment and ow of the
experiences I've been through.

. CODE
I did some HTML back in the days, but this required a little more
than that. Thanks to the many resources online and the help of two
special friends, I entered what you can call the entrance doors of
front-end development.
Learning more about HTML, CSS and Javascript has been a crazy
ride. When I felt the need to master the minimum of these three, my
mindset totally changed. Every dead-end was an opportunity to
learn something new. The way I think of code has changed and it's
evolving to a more sustainable way.
So that's what I did - code the page from scratch, created scripts for
the rst time and even created an awesome beer re ller.

. CONC2USION
I believe my own personality, experience and intentions have both
projected on the website, which was my main goal.
It was de nitely important to run many elements of the project
through feedback, but sometimes you just have to follow your own
gut. I did so in some aspects, specially because this was a very
personal work.
In the end, if it shows who I am what my ambitions are, it certainly
will full ll its purpose.

juauz.com

